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Butterflies and Butterfly Monitoring
Laura Seals, Naturalist

Butterflies are the most easily recognized and beloved inseg
Ohio has to offer. Dr. Jeffery Glassberg, founder of the Nort
American Butterfly Association, has said, quite fittingly,

ABeautiful and graceful, v
approachable, butterflies |

Butterflies are members of the order Lepidoptera which mea
Ascaled wing. o0 Thousands of
wing. These often brightly colored scales produce beautiful Giant Swallowtail
patterns that, along with a graceful flight, a habit of spending

time on equally beautiful flowers and a nonthreatening demeanor, draw many people to these amazing

creatures.

Ohio is home to well over 100 species of butterflies and skippers, including two federally endangered
t he Karner blue and Mitchell 6s satyr. Though
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Cl e

over 75 recorded species for the area. As spring turns to summer and the warm months of fall, a pargde of

butterfly species will be seen throughout the county.

A butterflybés |ife begins as an egg |l aid on a
caterpillars will feed on a variety of plants but others, like the monarch, are quite particular about what
and eggs wil/l be | aid on only a specific type

mission after hatching from an egg: eating. Most will go through four to six instars as they rapidly groy
instar (growth stage) is started by a molt, or skin shed.

The next step of a butterflyébés |ife cycle is

pupate, becoming a chrysalis. This stage can last anywhere from a couple of weeks to several month
during this time a metamorphosis, or change, occurs. Inside the chrysalis, the caterpillar transforms in
adult butterfly. After emerging, the butterfly rests and pumps fluids into its wings from it abdomen befg
harden and are able to fly away. Adult butterflies feed on nectar, fruit, sap, and sometimes animal fec
butterflies also search out mates before laying eggs and beginning the cycle over again. (Continued

h o
they e

of
/. Each

per
5 and
to an
re they
bs. AdL
DN pag

A Peek Inside Hike/Bike Trail Bridge . . . . 9

Park District News. . .......... 2 Gazebo Makeover . ....... 9
Naturalist Programs . . ... ... -4 Nature Notes . . ... ...... 10
BB Riverboat Cruises . ... .. ... 5 Park listings . .. ......... 10

Chilo Lock 34 Park . ... ...... 8 Pancakes in Park photos . . .11




Park District News

Chris Clingman, Director

This past spring has been a busy@
one for the Park District. It startegs:
with the very well attended i
Pancakes in the Pamvent. Over |
300 people enjoyed pancakes wif
pure maple syrup at Pattison Parf
Lodge. Volunteers and our
naturalists led tours through the sugar bush and the sugar shack to
how maple sap is collected and then boiled down into syrup. Grass
Historical Society members demonstrated how syrup and maple sug
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Plan Your Summer

Picnic Now
Il tds never too
planning your next picnic or
family gathering. Available dates
go fast, so call the Park District
main office at 513.732.2977 to
check the availability of our
plcnlc shelters for your next
Fgatherlng

e a

were made during thel8000s Be Tro
pancakes and sausage to hungry participants.
In April we saw the highest attendance ever at the Easter Egg Hunt | I
sponsored by the Batavia Rotary Club at Sycamore Park. Over 700 p¢®
showed up on a beautiful Saturday morning which was more than trip
the previous yearso6 attendance 2009 Clermont County nks
the 2000 eggs that the Rotary Club members filled with candy. Park District
Picnic Shelter Rental Fees

May brought a change to the landscaping at Pattison Park Lodge a
Gazebo. After a couple years of deer damage, drought stress, and QF Location Capacity Fee
of growth, it was time to rehabilitate the landscaping in the gazebo
With the help of Natorpods, a p]l ChiloLock ed
color scheme in place whil e 1 n§ 34Park 50 $50 eer
evergreens. The plant selection will also provide a more finished look
the gazebo area during the @of | Pattison

Park 150 $75
Another project was put in to place during May. Phase one of the
Williamsburg to Batavia Hike Bike Trail is now open with the new brifl Sycamore
crossing Cain Run creek. The first section of the trail will now take | Woods 50 $50
visitors from the village of Williamsburg to the East Fork State Park
campground. Sycamore

#2 Shelter 150 $75

The Park District is currently finalizing plans for the grand opening o

The James L and Frances Wilson Nature Preserve at Sycamore Patk.

Check our website dittp://www.parks.clermontcountyohio.gfer more
details this summer.
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Generosity of individuals have helped the Park District grow since it [

creation in 1970. Now with the help of the Greater Cincinnati Foundza
it is easier than ever to help the Park District with a financial donatiof

Visit the Founhdp/twiwogrediescinewmediifsn.otge
page20423.cfrand click on the drop down menu and click on the

Clermont County Park District Fund. You can then make a tax dedug

donation to support the Park District projects using your credit card.
2010 will mark the 49 anniversary of the Park District. We are lookin

for old photographs and stories to help mark the occasion. If you ha

story to share please send it to us via email or snail mail. If you havg

photographs we can scan it into our computer and return the origina



http://www.parks.clermontcountyohio.gov/
http://www.greatercincinnatifdn.org/page20423.cfm
http://www.greatercincinnatifdn.org/page20423.cfm

Butterflies and Butterfly Monitoring  (Continued from page 1)

Each butterfly species goes through some variation of this life cycle, t
the steps may vary in length. Some butterflies go through each stage
and produce several broods, or generations, a year. Other species wil
only one adult brood per year and may spend months as a caterpillar
pupa. Species like mourning cloaks and question marks spend the wi
adults hiding under tree bark or in other protected places.

This year, for the first time, the Clermont County Park District is
participating in the Ohio Lepid -

at Chilo Lock 34 Park. Each week from April thru September, naturalists Great Spangled Fritillary
and volunteers will walk a set route through the park, identifying and counting

butterflies long the way. Information collected during monitoring from all sites throughout the state of Ohio

will be sent to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History to be processed.

what time of year on a long term basis gives lepidopterists
(scientists who study butterflies) an idea of the health of a butter
species. They are able to see where butterfly populations are
thriving, where they might be disappearing and new places they

be discovered and expanding ranges of common butterflies can
noted.

Anyone with a love of butterflies, experienced or amateur, is
invited to participate in any of the weekly monitoring sessions.
Please contact the Park District Naturalist office at (513)3B¥Yi3
or Iseals@co.clermont.oh.@isr more information.

Spicebush Swallowtail

A Special Thanks . . . Attention Shutterbugs!

To the Batavia Rotary club for sponsoring th If you enjoy visiting the
Easter egg hunt at Sycamore Park Clermont County parks,
) and you have camer a,
To the East Fork Bass Anglers for sponsoring fh¢ 1 1, e
Matt Maupin Memorial Kids Fishing

Tournament at Pattison Park.

are always searching for good photographs to u
our website, newsletter, and media releases. If ypu
would like to join our group and share your favorge
Clermont County Park District photos, just visit

http://www.flickr.com/groups/clermontcountyparlgs/

To Steve Kushner for donating a Grey Squirrd!
and Ruffed Grouse for our wildlife display in th
Chilo Lock 34 Visitor Center and Museum.

.parks.clermontcountyohio.gov

Gathering data on what species are present, in what numbers and at

fly

may be colonizing. New populations of unusual or rare species may

be
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